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Our VISION
自らの境遇に関わらず

ともに未来を築ける社会

A society where anyone can shape 

the future together 

regardless of one’s circumstances



Convention on Refugees
（Japan joined 1982）
A person who owing to a well-founded fear of being persecuted 
for reasons of race, religion, nationality, membership of a 
particular social group or political opinion, is outside the country 
of his nationality and is unable or, owing to such fear, is unwilling 
to avail himself of the protection of that country; or who, not 
having a nationality and being outside the country of his former 
habitual residence as a result of such events, is unable or, owing 
to such fear, is unwilling to return to it.

What is Refugee?

“Persecution because of ethnicity and identity”

“I was persecuted because of difference of religion”

“I was advocating for democracy and justice”

“A terrorist group was after me”

War

Identity

Ethnic group

Religion

Peace movement
Conflict
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More than 
the total population of French 

65,600,000

Current Situation around refugee 

The biggest number since World War Ⅱ



20
How about Japan?（2017）

Recognized 
refugee

Refugee 
application in 
Japan



MISSION
私たちは志を発掘しつながりを拡げ

未来をデザインできる仕掛けをつくります

We discover individual passions expand 

connections and create triggers that 

make the future designable



Only 20 people
were recognized (0.1%)

In 2017

19,628 people
applied for refugee in Japan

・・・

Refugee
Application

Government
Recognition

Current situation

During application, one must update the 
‘Designated Activity’ VISA every 6 months

The only hope for asylum-seekers arriving to Japan is to wait for 
governmental recognition by extending the ‘Designated Activity’ VISA



“I stay at home because I cannot pay transportation fee”



Our project

Work WITHLive WITHTalk WITH
Awareness 

raising / 
Lectures at 

school /
Salon

Homestay

Sharehouse

Career 
Program



Not talk about refugee
but talk WITH refugee



　　　

1,000 participants
from 27 countries

23 times over 2 years

Encounter the unique characters beyond the term ‘refugee’

Talk WITH



Offering the true experience of global education

26か国
1,000人以上が参加

月１回
過去22回開催

Talk WITH

　　　



　　　Finding the intersection point between social issues and services / products

Lion Corporation, Fujifilm Corporation, 
Fujitsu Limited, Recruit Management 
Solutions Co., Ltd., Fuji City Office, etc…

Talk WITH



Talk with
Empathizing with the situation of asylum-seekers in Japan

✓ Taking photo backward is opportunity to 
empathize with the inability of asylum-seekers 
to expose their faces on media

✓ 10 international members painted in the “wings 
of hope” that became a photobooth

✓ Over 2,500 people participated 
    to the campaign



Portray the social issue as Manga　
Talk with



Refugees encounter Japanese families
Japanese families encounter the world

Homestay program 

10 prefectures
20 families!

Live WITH



Live WITH
A warm space everyone can feel at home 



Utilizing empty houses as share-house for refugee × Japan’s 
residential minorities 

Live WITH



Real estate dealer

Social entrepreneur

Architect

Architectural Creator

Chiba University

Consultant

Neighbours

WELgee Supporters

Engineer

Company

Live WITH
Creating a safety-network with various actors



Refugees x Japanese people’s sharehouse
Live WITH Emergency shelter and sharehouse 

Ooami-Shirasato-shi
CHIBA-prefecture



Only 20 people
were recognized (0.1%)

In 2017

19,628 people
applied for refugee in Japan

・・・

Refugee
Application

Government
Recognition

Current situation

During application, one must update the 
‘Designated Activity’ VISA every 6 months

The only hope for asylum-seekers arriving to Japan is to wait for 
governmental recognition by extending the ‘Designated Activity’ VISA



・・・
Refugee

Application
Recognition

lose VISA
loss of work permit

Even if one can be free, it is under ‘provisional 
release’ with no insurance or living support

Fear of detention

Designated Activity VISA

Government recognition

20people(0.1%)
19,628

applicants
Alienation from 

society and 
isolation

Current Situation

The only hope for asylum-seekers arriving to Japan is to wait for governmental 
recognition by extending the ‘Designated Activity’ VISA



Multilingual
Journalist
Programmer
Master graduate
Pharmacist
Fisher
Manager of trading company

IT specialist
Singer
Nurse
Consultant
TV director
Human rights activist

Japanese society and the refugee individuals themselves 
do not realize the possibility they embody



Initiating a community that offers hands-on support for challengers
　



Sustainable Company x  Leaders of Tommorow

Congolese programmer 
x

IT company developing 
cloud service

Afghanistan Programmer
x

IT Venture developing 
web application & apps

Cameroon Bussinessman
x

Startup reusing & 
recycling

electric devices

Syrian Programmer
x

Companies that People 
with disability design and 

develop apps 



Initiative

Creating employment which enables 

individuals to make their dreams come true 

and create social impacts through each 

person’s skills, experiences and passion.



Our Mission
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Government 
recognition

20 people (0.1%)

Approx. 20,000
Refugee applicants 

in Japan In 2017

19,628 people
applied for refugee in Japan

・・・

Career Channel Program 
Supporting personnels to live and work as themselves 

rather than as ‘refugees’ 
WELgee Way!!

Refugee
Application

Employment

Creating an alternative path where individuals can live hopefully as people 
instead of as ‘refugees’

VISA one can live in
peace & security 

Designated Activity VISA

Our Program 　



CarƄƞƑ 
paƓơ



Women Entrepreneur of the Year Award 2018

Forbes Japan Represents
『30 Under 30』



Collaborate with private sectors to create 
emancipation for refugee applicants with 

diversity and skills from around the world!

Building websites as 
engineers

Supporting global 
advancement as project 

member

Translation jobs

Security engineer

Work WITH



Not talk about refugee
but talk WITH refugee



With our determined and diverse team members
We aim for Chaos to Co-creation

To achieve a peaceful / more inclusive / resilient society

Let’s create a colorful world that empowers enthusiastic youth 
regardless of background and nationality!


